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PORT LOUIS A-50, JUNE 16, 1978 

1. A MUNICIPAL BY-ELECTION IN THE TOWN OE CUREPIPE ON JUNE 11, 

THE EIRST TEST OE THE ELECTORATE IN MORE THAT A YEAR, PRODUCED 
A VICTORY EOR THE LABOR-MAURITIAN SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
(PMSD) COALITION. THOUGH THE WARD IN QUESTION WAS KNOWN TO BE 
A LABOR PARTY STRONGHOLD, AND THE PMSD GAVE EEEECTIVE SUPPORT 
TO THE LABOR CANDIDATE WHO WON, THE SIGNIEICANCE OE THE OUTCOME 
WAS THAT THE COALITION MAN WON 60 PERCENT OE THE VOTE, A GOOD 
LINCREASE OVER LABOR'S 54 PER CENT SHOWING A YEAR EARLIER. THE 
MOTE EOR THE MAURITIAN MILITANT MOVEMENT (MMM) CANDIDATE FELL FROM 
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44 PER CENT LAST YEAR TO 30 PER CENT THIS TIME. OE EQUAL 
SIGNIEICANCE WAS THE EACT THAT 52 lER CENT OE THE VOTERS EAILED 
TO VOTE, AN ABSTENTION RATE HIGHER THAN NORMAL FOR A 
CONTESTED BY-ELECTION, LEADING SOME OBSERVERS TO CONCLUDE 
THAT A MAJORITY OE THE PEOPLE ARE DISSATISEIED WITH BOTH 
THE MMM AND THE GOVERNING COALITION. BUT THE GOVERNMENT IS 
PROCLAIMING A VICTORY, AND THE MMM DID SUEFER A PSYCHOLOGICAL 
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SET-BACK IN ITS DRIVE TO TAKE POWER NATIONALLY. 

2. ANOTHER STARTLING, THOUGH NOT ALTOGETHER UNEXPECTED, 
DEVELOPMENT OCCURRED IN THE JUDICIAL INQUIRY INTO THE 
MAURICIEN FIRE ON JUNE 9 WHEN YVES BEDOS, THE SECURICOR GUARD, 
REAPPEARED VOLUNTARILY TO TESTIFY THAT THE HAD LIED IN HIS 
PREVIOUS TESTIMONY AND THAT EVERYTHING HE HAD SAID ABOUT BEING 
DURGGED BY SHEIK HOSSEN WAS EALSE. HE BLAMED HIS BEHAVIOR 

ON HARASSMENT BY THE EORMER EDITOR OE THE MMM NEWSPAPER AND 
SAID FEAR HAD CAUSED HIM TO LIE. THIS EVENT JUST ABOUT 
COMPLETES THE DISCREDITING OE SHEIKHHOSSEN'S STORY. THE OTHER 
PRINCIPAL WITNESS THIS WEEK AS MMM DEPUTY DARGA, WHO DENIED 
SERIOUS ALLEGATIONS MADE AGAINST HIM IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
FIRE. 

3. K JUGNAUTH, LEADER OE THE MMM OPPOSITION, LED OFE THE MMM 
ATTACK ON FINANCE MINISTER RINGADOO'S PROPOSED BUDGET (REFTEL), 
BUT HIS SPEECH WAS TAME AND DEVOID OF ALTERNATIVES TO THE 
GOVERNMENT'S PROPOSALS. HIS PLATITUDINOUS, UNINSPIRED 
PERFORMANCE DID LITTLE TO PRESERVE HIS CRIDIBILITY AS A POTENTIAL 
PRIME MINISTER. AT ONE POINT HE DREW A DENIAL FROM PRIME 
MINISTE RAMGOOLAM THAT THE LATTER HAD MADE SOME SORT OF SECRET 
DEAL WITH DISCARD D'ESTAING TO TRADE MAURITIUS' CLAIM TO 
TROMELIN ISLAND FOR UNSPECIFIED ASSISTANCE OR SUPPORT FROM 
FRANCE. 
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4. FISHERIES MINISTER SEETARAM AND LABOR BACKBENCHER PEEROO, 

WHO REPRESENTED THE GOM AT THE RECENT COUP ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS IN THE SEYCHELLES, TOLD THE PRESS THAT THEY HAD 
MADE GREAT STRIDES IN IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH RENE'S 
GOVERNMENT, BUT THEY WERE SHORT ON SPECIFIC RESULTS OF THEIR 
TALKS IN VOCTORIA. SEETARAM DID PREDICT THAT AN AGREEMENT 

WILL BE REACHED BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES EOR JOINT EXPLOITATION 
OF THE SAYA DE MALHA BANKS EISHERIES. 

KEELEY 
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